
Dennis Gaddy is the Executive Director of Community Success
Initiative (CSI) a non-profit corporation with a vision to create
communities where people discover their potential, set worthy goals
for their lives, and take action in a positive way, with an emphasis on
men and women who are transitioning from prison and jail, or who
otherwise find themselves entangled in the criminal justice system.
Dennis places special emphasis in the areas of goal-setting,
developing and maintaining a pleasing personality and a positive
mental attitude, time management skills, and keys to optimum vision
and leadership. Dennis Gaddy’s personal mission is to help others to
be their best, and for the last 20 years, he has refined his skills,
leading him into the field of success coaching, training, and
consulting people, regardless of their chosen field of endeavor, or socio-economic status.

A graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill and the Campbell University School of Law, Dennis had a 20 
year sales career. However, due to some poor financial decisions he experienced the pain of 
bankruptcy, the loss of his law license, and prison. Dennis was incarcerated for five years, 
eight months in the NC Department of Corrections.

Rather than being overcome by either success or failure, Dennis studied both, and learned 
valuable and positive insights from the past. He learned the value of using the past as a place
of reference, but not residence, and designed and teaches a 15-Step leadership course on 
"How to Get from Where You Are to Where You Want to Be". This leadership course is the 
foundation he works from when coaching people in personal growth and development.

Along with his duties at CSI, Dennis currently serves as a Member of the North Carolina  
Lawyers Advocates for Justice Racial and Ethnic Bias Task Force, Member of the NAACP 
National delegation to United Nations at Geneva Switzerland to highlight the condition of 
Felony Disenfranchisement in the United States and also serves as the Criminal Justice Chair
for the North Carolina NAACP. He also serves on a national reentry subcommittee for the 
Center for State Government's National Reentry Resource Center, and most recently was 
recognized with the Goodman Award (Jim Goodman- President, Capital Broadcasting/WRAL 
Television) for exceptional Leadership by Leadership Triangle. Dennis is also an entrepreneur
and is a partner with Gaddy Success Enterprises.

Dennis has been married for 30 years and he and his wife have two daughters.

Dennis can reached at 919-834-7626, ext. 11, or dgaddy1@communitysuccess.org  
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