community success Initiative

HELPING INDIVIDUALS & COMMUNITIES MOVE FROM WHERE THEY ARE TO WHERE THEY WANT TO Be

National Reentry Resources

National Reentry Resource Center

The Resource Center, established by the Second Chance Act, provides assistance to
the prisoner reentry field. We provide education, training, and technical assistance
to states, tribes, territories, local governments, service providers, nonprofit
organizations, and corrections agencies working on prisoner reentry. Click here to
reach their webpage

A Conference for Grantees Committed to Successful
Reentry, May 26-27, 2010

This session highlighted the important role families and communities play in the
lives of individuals returning home from prison. This session focused on strategies to
enhance reentry efforts from key stakeholders, including family and neighbors, as
well as incorporating pro-social supports. Note that Dennis Gaddy / CSI is noted
with the facilitators, and that there is an embedded video of part of the conference.
Click here to reach the webpage.

National HIRE Network

The National HIRE network has the objective of increasing the number of job
opportunities that are available to individuals that have criminal records. Click here
to reach the webpage.

Public / Private Ventures

(P/PV) has designed and tested a variety of approaches aimed at reducing crime and
violence; promoting the successful reentry of formerly incarcerated adults; and
helping high-risk youth avoid deeper involvement with the criminal justice system.
Click here to reach their webpage.


http://www.ppv.org/ppv/CrimeReductionReentry.asp
http://www.hirenetwork.org/
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/making-second-chances-work/involving-returning-citizens-their-families-and-communities
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/

From Prison To Home

"We are pleased to present this monograph on prisoner reentry. We hope it can
inform a broad set of discussions about one of the most pressing issues of our time
—the challenge of reintegrating record numbers of individuals who leave prison and
return home." from: "From Prison To Home", a pdf file from the Urban Institute.
Click here for the pdf.

The Reentry Policy Council

The Reentry Policy Council (RPC) was established in 2001 to assist state government
officials grappling with the increasing number of people leaving prisons and jails to
return to the communities they left behind. Click here to reach their webpage.

One in 100 report from the Pew Charitable Trust

Three decades of growth in America’s prison population has quietly nudged the
nation across a sobering threshold: for the first time, more than one in every 100
adults is now confined in an American jail or prison. According to figures gathered
and analyzed by the Pew Public Safety Performance Project, the number of people
behind bars in the United States continued to climb in 2007, saddling cash-strapped
states with soaring costs they can ill afford and failing to have a clear impact either
on recidivism or overall crime. Click here to get the pdf report.

One in 31 Report from the Pew Center on the States

Explosive growth in the number of people on probation or parole has propelled the
population of the American corrections system to more than 7.3 million, or 1 in
every 31 U.S. adults, according to a report released by the Pew Center on the States.
The vast majority of these offenders live in the community, yet new data in the report
finds that nearly 90 percent of state corrections dollars are spent on prisons. One in
31: The Long Reach of American Corrections examines the scale and cost of prison,
jail, probation and parole in each of the 50 states, and provides a blueprint for
states to cut both crime and spending by reallocating prison expenses to fund
stronger supervision of the large number of offenders in the community. Click here
to read the report.


http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/report_detail.aspx?id=49382
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/sentencing_and_corrections/one_in_100.pdf
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/from_prison_to_home.pdf

Entrepreneurship for Ex-Offenders

We are pleased to share with you this monograph, aimed to stimulate interest, ignite
conversation and spur momentum for a national initiative promoting
entrepreneurship as a reentry strategy. The rising number of individuals returning
to our communities from prison and jail represents one of the defining issues of our
time. Individuals reentering society face myriad challenges, not the least of which is
securing viable employment; in addition, each individual has a unique set of
experiences, needs and resources. This project stems from the understanding that to
effectively address the unique characteristics of and challenges facing people
reentering society, the best and brightest minds from a diverse array of fields must
collaborate to develop a spectrum of approaches and solutions. Click here to read
the pdf report.

Justice Reinvestment - Council of State
Governments Justice Center

In the past 20 years, state spending on corrections has grown at a rate faster than
nearly any other state budget item. Despite increasing corrections expenditures,
recidivism rates remain high with half of all persons released from prison returning
within three years. Further, in every state, there are a handful of “high-stakes”
communities to which most people released from prison return; these are also the
communities where taxpayer-funded programs are disproportionately focused. Click
here to visit their website.

Fiscal Crisis Corrections - Rethinking Policies and
Procedures - Vera Institute

States across the United States are facing the worst fiscal crisis in years. All but two
states are dealing with budget deficits, and spending is being cut across the board.
Second only to Medicaid, corrections has become the fastest growing general fund
expenditure in the United States. Considered off limits for many years, corrections
budgets are now subject to these same cuts. Based on a survey of enacted FY2010
state budgets and other recent sentencing and corrections legislation, this new
report from Vera’s Center on Sentencing and Corrections found that at least 26
states have reversed the trend of recent decades and cut funding for corrections.
This report examines the form of these cuts, including reductions in operational
costs, reforms in release policy, and strategies for reducing recidivism, and it
highlights some of the innovations that states are pursuing for long-term savings
while also maintaining public safety. Click here to read the report.


http://www.vera.org/content/fiscal-crisis-corrections-rethinking-policies-and-practices
http://www.justicereinvestment.org/about
http://www.communitysuccess.org/sites/default/files/u6/rentry_entrepreneurship%20booklet.pdf

The Prisoner Reentry Institute at John Jay College
of Criminal Justice

The Institute was established in February 2005 and is housed within the Office of
Continuing and Professional Studies. The mission of the Prisoner Reentry Institute
is to spur innovation and improve practice in the field of reentry by advancing
knowledge; translating research into effective policy and service delivery; and
fostering effective partnerships between criminal justice and non-criminal justice
disciplines. Click here to read their findings.

Reentry Mapping Guide - Urban Institute

As the number of people being released from prison and returning home each year
has continued to grow, communities across the country have become increasingly
aware of the impact of prisoner reentry in their jurisdictions. Many communities are
engaged in efforts to address the needs of returning prisoners as well as the families
and neighborhoods to which they are returning. Analysis and mapping of local-level
data on prisoner reentry can inform and improve these community efforts to address
reentry, from the policy decisions of local governments to a neighborhood church’s
outreach to returning prisoners. This brief is designed to equip organizations with
strategies for effectively disseminating reentry-related mapping and analysis
findings. The brief outlines key elements of the process and offers specific
recommendations based on the experiences of the Reentry Mapping Network sites.
Click here to read their pdf report findings.

Urban Institute - Crime and Justice

In an era of diminishing state and federal budgets and limited resources for
community services, it is critical that research and analysis is available to guide the
allocation of scarce criminal justice resources in a manner that yields the most
beneficial impact on the individuals and jurisdictions affected by crime. Click here to
visit their website.

Virgina Senator Jim Webb - National Criminal
Justice Commission Act of 2010

July 28, 2010 - Senator Jim Webb’s hallmark legislation, the National Criminal
Justice Commission Act of 2010, cleared a major hurdle last night when it passed
the U.S. House of Representatives, under the leadership of Rep. Bill Delahunt (D-
MA). Webb, who introduced the legislation in March 2009, today called for swift
passage in the Senate. The bill would create a blue-ribbon, bipartisan commission of
experts charged with undertaking an 18-month top-to-bottom review of the nation’s
criminal justice system and offering concrete recommendations for reform. Click
here to review the legislation.


http://webb.senate.gov/issuesandlegislation/criminaljusticeandlawenforcement/Criminal_Justice_Banner.cfm
http://urban.org/justice/index.cfm
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311411_Informing_and_Engaging.pdf
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/centersinstitutes/pri/x.asp

The Fortune Society

The Fortune Society believes in a world where all who are at-risk, incarcerated or
formerly incarcerated can become positive, contributing members of society. Our
work supports successful reentry of formerly incarcerated men and women and
promotes alternatives to incarceration, thus strengthening the fabric of our
communities. Click here to view their website.

Safer Foundation

Since its founding in 1972, Safer Foundation has been at the forefront of
programming for people involved in the criminal justice system as they return to
their communities. Safer Foundation's mission is to reduce recidivism by
supporting, through a full spectrum of services, the efforts of people with criminal
records to become employed, law-abiding members of the community. Employment
and employment-related services are the cornerstones of Safer Foundation’s service
delivery system, including job preparedness training, job placement — both
transitional and long-term — and retention services. Safer annually serves over
10,000 people with criminal records in Illinois. Click here to visit their website.

The Vera Institute of Justice

The Vera Institute of Justice combines expertise in research, demonstration projects,
and technical assistance to help leaders in government and civil society improve the
systems people rely on for justice and safety. Vera is an independent, non-partisan,
nonprofit center for justice policy and practice, with permanent offices in New York
City and Washington. DC. Our projects and reform initiatives, typically conducted in
partnership with local, state, or national officials, are located across the United
States and around the world. Click here to visit their website.

The Sentencing Project

The Sentencing Project is a national organization working for a fair and effective
criminal justice system by promoting reforms in sentencing law and practice, and
alternatives to incarceration. The Sentencing Project was founded in 1986 to provide
defense lawyers with sentencing advocacy training and to reduce the reliance on
incarceration. Since that time, The Sentencing Project has become a leader in the
effort to bring national attention to disturbing trends and inequities in the criminal
justice system with a successful formula that includes the publication of
groundbreaking research, aggressive media campaigns and strategic advocacy for
policy reform. Click here to visit their website.


http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/index.cfm
http://www.vera.org/
http://www.vera.org/centers/washington-dc-office
http://www.saferfoundation.org/
http://www.fortunesociety.org/

Putting Public Safety First: 13 Parole Supervision
Strategies to Enhance Reentry Outcomes

The resulting paper was co-written by eight authors in four organizations and
reflects the views of many leading parole experts and practitioners. Click here for
their pdf of the paper.

Washington State Institute for Public Policy

The Institute’s mission is to carry out practical, non-partisan research—at legislative
direction—on issues of importance to Washington State. The Institute conducts
research using its own policy analysts and economists, specialists from universities,
and consultants. Institute staff work closely with legislators, legislative and state
agency staff, and experts in the field to ensure that studies answer relevant policy
questions. Fiscal and administrative services for the Institute are provided by The
Evergreen State College. Click here for their findings.

NAACP-Justice

The NAACP advocates for smarter, results-based criminal justice policies to keep our
communities safe, including treatment for addiction and mental health problems,
judicial discretion in sentencing, and an end to racial disparities at all levels of the
system. Community Success Initiative also serves as one of the community partners
to North Carolina’s NAACP “HKond” Program (Historic Thousands on Jones Street)
and the 14 Point agenda for social and economic justice. CSI Executive Director,
Dennis Gaddy, currently serves as the State Chair for Prison Support for the North
Carolina NAACP. Click here for their justice topic web-pages.

Goodwill Industry International

"We believe that you can get a second chance. To begin, contact the Goodwill
community and ask an employment specialist. We understand that people have been
incarcerated, there are many barriers to successful re-entry to public life, including
drug dependency, serious illness, debt and limited work options. Just getting a
second chance may seem almost impossible at times. We offer services to men,
women and youth who have served their time and are trying to get back on track."
Click here for the Goodwill Industry International pdf describing the program in
more detail.


http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodwill.org%2Fc%2Fdocument_library%2Fget_file%3FfolderId%3D102110%26name%3DDLFE-28403.pdf&ei=I8wJTfXdJIHEsAOdq-nlCg&usg=AFQjCNH5i6yvyLuZYLtA0tOgU5-xY3qZ0g&sig2=DLHy_b_64rN3Zn9n0FYS3w
http://www.naacp.org/programs/entry/justice
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/topic.asp?cat=10#52
http://www.evergreen.edu/
http://www.evergreen.edu/
http://www.communitysuccess.org/sites/default/files/u6/411791_public_safety_first-1.pdf

National Indian Development Associates

AIDA is a highly credible, Indian owned small business that focuses on provision of
professional services to Indian governments and communities. AIDA contracts
directly with tribes as well as state, federal, private and non profit agencies. The firm
maintains a strong reputation built upon meeting client needs and expectations
utilizing a client focused agenda for service delivery. AIDA uses its staff and a pool of
recognized experts and practitioners to design the most effective methods and
strategies to address each client's goals and objectives. Click here for their pdf
reentry guide for formerly incarcerated Native Americans. Click here to visit their
website.

Families, Parenting and Child Support

Visit our CSI webpage to learn more about family issues regarding the incarcerated
and the formerly incarcerated by clicking here.

Your Rights, Your Future: Preparing for Reentry

From the Legal Action Center, in New York, comes this video presentation "Your
Rights, Your Future: Preparing for Reentry" This is a video guide to give people
leaving prison the skills and knowledge to find jobs and prepare them for the
challenges of re-entry. Click here to access the video page.

After Prison: Roadblocks to Reentry

People with criminal records seeking reentry face a daunting array of
counterproductive, debilitating and unreasonable roadblocks in almost every
important aspect of life. In 2004, the Legal Action Center (LAC) completed and
published After Prison: Roadblocks to Reentry, a comprehensive analysis and grade
report of state laws and policies that serve as legal barriers to reentry in the areas of
employment, public housing, public benefits, voting, access to criminal records,
adoptive and foster parenting, and drivers’ licenses. In 2009, LAC issued the After
Prison Report: 2009 Update to highlight states’ progression or regression in
improving opportunities for people with criminal histories to successfully reintegrate
into society to become productive, law-abiding citizens. The District of Columbia was
included in the updated report. Click here to visit their website.

Our bloated Sex offender registry

Society is at a unique point in time. With the recommendations outlined in this
paper, society can create a new wave of legislative, community, and organizational
policies that can effectively prevent re-offense and engage individuals, families, and
communities in primary prevention To read this article by Diane Dimond, of the
Huffington Post, click here.


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/diane-dimond/our-bloated-national-sex-registry_b_863827.html
http://www.lac.org/roadblocks-to-reentry/index.php
http://www.lac.org/roadblocks-to-reentry/upload/lacreport/Roadblocks-to-Reentry--2009.pdf
http://www.lac.org/roadblocks-to-reentry/upload/lacreport/Roadblocks-to-Reentry--2009.pdf
http://www.lac.org/roadblocks-to-reentry/upload/lacreport/LAC_PrintReport.pdf
http://lac.org/index.php/lac/your_rights_your_future_preparing_for_reentry
http://www.communitysuccess.org/families-parenting-and-child-support
http://www.aidainc.net/
http://www.aidainc.net/Publications/Full_Prisoner_Reentry.pdf

National Recovery Month

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA's)
Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), within the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, is pleased to present the National Recovery Month:
Prevention Works, Treatment is Effective, People Recover (Recovery Month)
toolkit. As a key conduit for several of SAMHSA's Strategic Initiatives, Recovery
Month increases the understanding of substance use and mental disorders to
achieve the full potential of prevention and treatment support services. It also helps
people recognize and seek assistance for these health conditions with the same
urgency as any other condition and aims to reduce barriers to recovery. Recovery
Month encapsulates this on every level. Click here for the toolkit.

WWW.communitysuccess.org
PO Box 61114 T (919) 834-7626

Raleigh, NC 27661 F (919) 834-7706
inquiry@communitysuccess.org


mailto:inquiry@communitysuccess.org
http://www.recoverymonth.gov/Recovery-Month-Kit.aspx
http://www.samhsa.gov/about/strategy.aspx
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
http://www.samhsa.gov/about/csat.aspx
http://www.samhsa.gov/
mailto:inquiry@communitysuccess.org
mailto:inquiry@communitysuccess.org
http://www.communitysuccess.org/
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