
\terutng Raleigh . Gary . Durham 'Chapel Hill

The Triangle

HTHff
Roundtable discussion pool
resources for ex-felons
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RALEIGH - Ex-felons who
live in tJre Thiangle have a
place to go to find support
and serwices a-fter they are
released from prison.

Denni.s Gaddyis the execu-
tive director ofthe Commuru-
ty Suceess Initiative that
helps e:<offenders fuansition

I back into mainshenrn societJz
Gaddy hosts monthly E*-
offender Resou.rce Round-
table meetings, which he
cafls "'a resourte cerrter with-
out walls."

Gaddy said o<-offenders are'often 
overlooked and forgot-

ten, and they need help in
geltLrg acnlirnated back into
the commurrity For:srer
iirmates and the people who
work to assist ttrem meet
every foruth Wednesday of
ttre month at the Building
lbgether Ministuies bundiry
at 1116 N. Blount Sheetfrom
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The meet-
ings are open to the public.

The roundtable discussions
allow commurrity orgariza-
tions that offer hansition and
re-enty selvices to pool their
Iesourres together

"The prrrpose is to bnng
together allifllsss who are
curerrtly involved in work
pertinent to men and
women," Gaddy said. "Orga-
nizations, clients and
Providers are welcome to
come to the meetings to lever-
age the resources of the
allianssg that are alreadv in
place."

About 25 different groups
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attend the meetings, includ-
ing leaders from the depafi.-
ment of cortections, people
who work with fu-al-sitional
homes and employers who

'offer jobs to ex-offenderc.
The ror:ndtable discussrons

a-lso increase awareness of
the obstacles thit ex-offend-
ers face upon release, such as
finding hor.rsing ard employ-
ment. Former inmates al-so
have an opporhrriity to share
their success stories at the
meetings and let community
members lorow what they
can do to help.

Gaddy said most people
understand the cost of incar-
ceration (about $30,000 a
year). On the other hand,
they tend to overlook the
price someone has to pay
when victimized.

'It's a price that is over-
looked because it is not in a
dollar a:reount," he said.

Sheldon Howard helped
coordilate the roundtabie
events along with Gaddy
They krow both sides of life

'When we were incarcerat-
ed together, we saw a lot. of
people'who did not have the
resources or the hrow-how to
make it on the outside,"
Howard said. "Going back out
into the world, Iaws have
chalged, circumstalces have
changed. It's hard to find a
place to live, and it's hard to
find a job."

Howard said one ex-offend-
er, who atbended one of the
roundtabLe discussions, was
able to find a free cLinic so he
coul.d qet a check-up. \ltriLe

he was incarcerated, the
state took care of his cancer
treabrrents, but that stopped
aft,er he was released.

"We're sort of a support
goup," Howard said. 'We tuy
to be supporbive for tlre e>r-
felons. We fuy to advocate for
them. These are good people.
Ttre ones -that get out of
prison, who are fur:stworthy
and hardworking, many of
them measure up quite well."

Eventually Gaddy said he
would like to develop a Web
site that lists 'all of tlre part-
nering groups of the round-
table. Donations for the
roundtable progra-rri cbn be
sent to P.O. 'Box 61L14,
Raleigh, NC, 27661.'For 

m,ore informntion about
the roundtable, contact
Gaddy at 682-8473, ext. 14 or
e-nrail
@bellsouth.net.
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